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Our mission is to promote media literacy and encourage our young emerging media artists to be 
the creative, critical thinkers of the 21st Century. We foster collegiality among our members and 
actively support the New York State Summer School of Media Arts.

In This Issue

•important dates for first 
 day of school
•directory of media show
 coordinators
•save the date
•NYSMATA membership
 form

September  2008

As you assemble in auditoriums and classrooms for open-
ing meetings, NYSMATA would like to remind you of impor-
tant dates.  Many of you will be asked to reserve field trip 
and conference dates as well as outline your “Professional 
Growth Plan” for the coming school year. Although the calen-
dar for the 2009 youth media arts shows remains incomplete, 
we can provide you with some dates so that you can lock-in 
your trip request early.

NYS Summer School  / Media Arts  Auditions
Central NY                         March 11
Lower Hudson Region       March 17

                                                 Capital Region                   March 26

Dates for LI, NYC and WNY are yet to be announced, but you can assume these shows will 
be within a day or two of last year’s and ‘guesstimate’ the date if you are pressed to com-
plete forms on opening day.

The statewide conference honoring “40 Years of Media Arts Education” will be hosted by 
NYSMATA and the University at Buffalo in conjunction with NYSED Summer School of the 
Arts.  Mark your calendar and file your conference requests early, for May 15 - 17, 2009.

Expect to find the “Request  for Proposal” for conference workshops, presentations and 
professional development opportunities in your e-mail soon.  Please consider sharing your 
best practices and use of traditional and new technologies at the May conference.  Many 
districts will accept conference presentations as PGPs; do take this into account and take 
advantage of this opportunity as you contribute your expertise.

Everyone at NYSMATA wishes you a smooth beginning for the 2008-09 school year; may 
all your students be creative and eager to learn.

WELCOME    BACK



MEDIA SHOW COORDINATORS

Western Region
Dana Allen, MATA Chairperson
Grand Island Elementary School  (716)773-8850
Mike Townsend   (716)754-8281 x2415

Central Region
Melissa Gattine
Special Programs Office, Ithaca College
(607)274-1023
email mgattine@ithaca.edu

New York City 
Dr. Eric Heyworth,
Director of Media Festival
Armstrong Media Studio   (718)335-7500 x217
ericvcr@aol.com
Education Program Coordinators
Museum of the Moving Image
Meredith Bak, (718)784-4520 x219
Chris Wisniewski, (718)784-4520 x220

Lower Hudson Region
Michael Witsch  (914)698-0769
Tom Gala, Director, Media Services
Westchester Community College  (914)606-6856

Capital Region
Sharon Siegel Arts Coordinator
Capital Region BOCES
Email: ssiegel@gw.neric.org  (518)464-3929
Scott Walroth, Director of Art
Niskayuna High School  (518)382-2511 x4338
Email: swalroth@niskyschools.org

Long Island Region 
Douglas Hodges, Teacher, Television Production
East Islip HS, (631)224-2185
email: dhodges@eischools.org
Carol Brown, Director, AIE,
East Suffolk BOCES, (631)288-0290
Dan Brenner, Teacher, Television Production
East Suffolk BOCES, (631)286-6537



 

 Plans are under way to celebrate

40 years of media arts education

Exhibits

Workshops

Seminars

Vendors

post comments on the blog

http://nysmata.org/?page_id=5

join the planning committee

volunteer

	 CONTACT  DOM LICATA
djlicata@buffalo.edu

   
   MAY 15 - 17 2009

    SAVE the DATE @ SUNY BUFFALO

YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN PLANNING THIS EVENT.
YOUR IDEAS  AND SUGGESTIONS ARE IMPORTANT TO THE 
PLANNING COMMITTEE.  E-MAIL DOM: djlicata@buffalo.edu



  Teacher Forum

The NYSMATA online discussion forum is located at the following link. Copy 
and paste the URL into your browser.

http://galileo.dcboces.org/icampus/course/enrol.php?id=150

It is easy to create your own account. Follow the online instructions and use 
MATA as the enrollment key.

To participate in a discussion group, select it and click on ‘subscribe to this fo-
rum’.  You control which discussions you are interested in joining.  Postings are 
sent directly to your e-mail.  

Contact me with questions or comments:
mealia.mata@gmail.com
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Co-Presidents
Michael Witsch  	  mjwitsch@optonline.net
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New York State
MEDIA ARTS TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
                                Promoting Media Literacy, Critical
                                                           Thinking, and Creative Expression.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Teacher’s Name_________________________________________________________________________

School or Organization____________________________________________________________________

School/Org. Address  _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

School/Org. Email _______________________________________________________________________

School/Org. Telephone _________________________________________________________  ext. ______

Home Email (if preferred)  _________________________________________________________________

Home Telephone (if preferred)______________________________________________________________

I teach/work with c  photography   c video   c filmmaking   c computer art   c copier art  

c creative sound    c holography   (Other) _________________________________________________ 
             

What I’d like from my MATA membership:   c  newsletter   c  exhibitions   c  competitions  

 c instructional workshops   c  networking    c   ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

 c I can help MATA reach out to some colleagues in my district or geographical area.

          FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT ANY OF THESE ACTIVE MEMBERS:
•	 Michael J. Witsch   (Mamaroneck HS, ret. - 914-698-0769)
•	 Margaret Mealia  (John Jay HS, ret. – 845-223-5322)
•	 Thomas Gala  (Westchester Community College – 914-785-6856)
•	 David Kaminski (Clarkstown HS North – 845-639-6510)
•	 Tony Ely (BOCES Southern Westchester – 914-761-3400)
•	 Robyn Talbot  (John Jay HS – 845-897-6700  ext 167)

To join MATA, please enclose $20 annual dues 
(checks payable to MATA) and mail to:

MATA
c/o Robyn Talbot
John Jay High School
2012 Route 52

Hopewell Junction, NY  12533

  


